
When Students Protest Universities In The
Global South: A Call for Equitable and
Inclusive Education
In recent years, there has been a surge of student protests at universities
across the Global South. From South Africa to Chile to India, students have
taken to the streets to demand changes to their educational systems.
These protests have often been met with violence and repression by
authorities, but they have also raised important questions about the role of
universities in society and the need for transformative change.
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There are many reasons why students in the Global South protest their
universities. Some of the most common grievances include:
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Inadequate funding and resources

Lack of access to quality education

High levels of student debt

Exclusion and discrimination based on race, gender, class, or sexual
orientation

Authoritarian university administrations

Lack of academic freedom

These grievances are not unique to the Global South. However, they are
often more acute in these regions due to the legacy of colonialism and the
ongoing challenges of poverty and inequality. As a result, student protests
in the Global South often take on a more political character than in other
parts of the world.

Student protests in the Global South are often seen as a threat to the
status quo. However, they are also a sign of hope. They show that students
are demanding a better future for themselves and for their countries. They
are calling for universities to be more equitable, inclusive, and
transformative.

The demands of student protesters in the Global South are legitimate and
necessary. They are fighting for a better education and a more just society.
Universities have a responsibility to listen to their demands and to work
with them to create a better future for all.

The Role of Universities in the Global South



Universities have a long and storied history in the Global South. They were
often founded during the colonial period as a way to educate the local elite.
However, after independence, many universities in the Global South
became more accessible to students from all backgrounds. This led to a
rapid expansion of the higher education sector in these regions.

Today, universities in the Global South play a vital role in society. They are
not only centers of learning and research, but also important economic and
social institutions. They provide jobs, generate income, and help to develop
the skills needed for a modern economy.

However, universities in the Global South also face a number of
challenges. These include:

Inadequate funding

Lack of access to quality resources

High levels of student debt

Exclusion and discrimination

Authoritarian university administrations

Lack of academic freedom

These challenges are not insurmountable. However, they require a
commitment from governments, universities, and students to work together
to create a better future for higher education in the Global South.

The Need for Transformative Change



The student protests in the Global South are a call for transformative
change. They are demanding a new kind of university that is more
equitable, inclusive, and transformative. This means a university that:

Provides access to quality education for all students, regardless of
their background

Is inclusive of all students, regardless of their race, gender, class, or
sexual orientation

Is transformative, in the sense that it empowers students to change the
world for the better

Creating a new kind of university will not be easy. It will require a
fundamental re-examination of the role of universities in society. It will also
require a commitment from governments, universities, and students to work
together to create a better future for all.

The student protests in the Global South are a reminder that the fight for a
better education is not over. They are a call for transformative change, for a
new kind of university that is more equitable, inclusive, and transformative.
This is a fight that will not be won overnight. But it is a fight that is worth
fighting for.

The future of higher education in the Global South depends on the students
who are fighting for change. They are the ones who will create a new kind
of university, a university that is truly worthy of the name.
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