
What is Strategic Peacebuilding and How to
Study It: A Comprehensive Guide
Strategic peacebuilding is an emerging field that seeks to understand the
root causes of conflict and develop sustainable solutions to prevent and
resolve violent conflicts. It is a multidisciplinary field that draws on insights
from a variety of disciplines, including political science, sociology,
economics, anthropology, and psychology.
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Strategic peacebuilding is based on the belief that conflict is not inevitable
and that it can be prevented or resolved through a variety of means. These
means include:

Conflict prevention: This involves taking steps to identify and address
the root causes of conflict before violence erupts.
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Conflict resolution: This involves working to resolve violent conflicts
through negotiation, mediation, or other peaceful means.

Peacebuilding: This involves taking steps to build sustainable peace
in the aftermath of conflict.

How to Study Strategic Peacebuilding

There are a variety of ways to study strategic peacebuilding. One common
approach is to pursue a graduate degree in the field. There are a number of
universities that offer graduate programs in strategic peacebuilding. These
programs typically provide a rigorous grounding in the theory and practice
of peacebuilding.

Another way to study strategic peacebuilding is to engage in research.
There are a number of research centers and institutes that focus on
strategic peacebuilding. These centers and institutes often conduct
research on the root causes of conflict, the effectiveness of peacebuilding
interventions, and the best practices for peacebuilding.

Finally, one can also learn about strategic peacebuilding by attending
conferences and workshops. There are a number of conferences and
workshops on strategic peacebuilding that are held each year. These
events provide an opportunity to learn from experts in the field and to
network with other people who are interested in peacebuilding.

The Latest Research and Best Practices in Strategic Peacebuilding

The field of strategic peacebuilding is constantly evolving. There is a
growing body of research on the root causes of conflict, the effectiveness of



peacebuilding interventions, and the best practices for peacebuilding.

Some of the latest research in strategic peacebuilding includes:

The role of gender in conflict and peacebuilding: Research has
shown that gender plays a significant role in conflict and
peacebuilding. Women are often disproportionately affected by conflict
and they can play a vital role in peacebuilding efforts.

The impact of climate change on conflict: Climate change is
increasingly being recognized as a major driver of conflict. Research
has shown that climate change can lead to food insecurity, water
scarcity, and other environmental stresses that can trigger conflict.

The use of technology in peacebuilding: Technology is playing an
increasingly important role in peacebuilding. Technology can be used
to connect people across borders, share information, and monitor
peace agreements.

Some of the best practices in strategic peacebuilding include:

Investing in conflict prevention: Conflict prevention is the most cost-
effective way to prevent violence. It is important to invest in conflict
prevention programs that address the root causes of conflict.

Supporting local peacebuilders: Local peacebuilders are often the
most effective actors in peacebuilding efforts. It is important to support
local peacebuilders by providing them with training, resources, and
financial assistance.

Taking a holistic approach to peacebuilding: Peacebuilding is a
complex process that requires a holistic approach. It is important to



address the political, economic, social, and environmental factors that
contribute to conflict.

Strategic peacebuilding is an essential tool for preventing and resolving
violent conflicts. It is a multidisciplinary field that draws on insights from a
variety of disciplines. There is a growing body of research on the root
causes of conflict, the effectiveness of peacebuilding interventions, and the
best practices for peacebuilding. By investing in strategic peacebuilding, we
can help to create a more peaceful and just world.
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