
This Is My Commandment by Sebastiano
Battiato: A Masterpiece of Renaissance Art

Sebastiano Battiato was an Italian painter of the High Renaissance
period. He was born in Venice in 1484, and he studied under Giovanni
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Bellini and Giorgione. Battiato's work is characterized by its strong colors,
dramatic lighting, and realistic figures.
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This Is My Commandment is one of Battiato's most famous works. It was
painted in 1519, and it is now housed in the National Gallery of Art in
Washington, D.C.

Description

The painting depicts Christ giving his disciples the commandment to love
one another. Christ is shown standing in the center of the composition, with
his arms outstretched. He is surrounded by his disciples, who are listening
intently to his words.

The painting is full of symbolism. The red and gold robes of Christ
represent his divinity. The white robes of the disciples represent their purity.
The green leaves in the background represent the hope of eternal life.
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Analysis

This Is My Commandment is a masterpiece of Renaissance art. It is a
powerful and moving depiction of Christ's love for his disciples. The
painting is also a reminder of the importance of love in our own lives.

The painting is divided into two halves. The left half is dominated by Christ,
who is shown as a majestic and powerful figure. The right half of the
painting is dominated by the disciples, who are shown as humble and
receptive figures.

The contrast between Christ and the disciples creates a sense of tension
and drama. This tension is resolved in the center of the painting, where
Christ's outstretched arms embrace the disciples.

The painting is full of beautiful details. The folds of Christ's robes are
rendered with great care, and the expressions on the faces of the disciples
are full of emotion.

Interpretation

This Is My Commandment can be interpreted in many different ways. It can
be seen as a depiction of the love between Christ and his disciples, or it
can be seen as a reminder of the importance of love in our own lives.

The painting can also be seen as a political allegory. The disciples can be
seen as representatives of the people of Venice, and Christ can be seen as
a symbol of the Venetian government.

Whatever the interpretation, This Is My Commandment is a powerful and
moving work of art. It is a testament to the genius of Sebastiano Battiato



and to the enduring power of the message of love.

This Is My Commandment by Sebastiano Battiato is a masterpiece of
Renaissance art. It is a powerful and moving depiction of Christ's love for
his disciples. The painting is also a reminder of the importance of love in
our own lives.
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