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Early Life and Aspiring Aviator

David Greville Heygate was born on March 25, 1920, in London, England.
From a young age, he displayed an unyielding passion for aviation. After
completing his education, he joined the Royal Air Force (RAF) in 1939,
eager to serve his country and embrace the thrill of flying.

The Outbreak of War and the Battle of Britain

As the clouds of World War |l gathered over Europe, Heygate found himself
at the forefront of the conflict. He was assigned to No. 54 Squadron, flying
Hawker Hurricanes, and quickly rose through the ranks, earning recognition
for his exceptional piloting skills and unwavering determination.

During the pivotal Battle of Britain in 1940, Heygate played a crucial role in
defending the skies over his homeland. He engaged in numerous aerial
dogfights, skillfully outmaneuvering and shooting down enemy aircraft. His
bravery and combat effectiveness earned him the admiration of his fellow
pilots and the respect of his superiors.

Distinguished Flying Cross and Heroism
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In recognition of his outstanding conduct and gallantry in combat, Heygate
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) in September 1940.
The citation lauded his "great skill and determination," highlighting his
unwavering commitment to duty and his exceptional aerial prowess.

One of Heygate's most notable feats occurred during a daring low-level
attack on a German airfield in France. Despite intense anti-aircraft fire, he
pressed on, successfully bombing his target and damaging enemy aircraft.
His actions demonstrated his unwavering dedication and willingness to put
himself in harm's way for the sake of his mission.

A Tragic Loss and Enduring Legacy

Sadly, Heygate's promising career was cut short in October 1940. While
leading a formation of Hurricanes on a bombing raid over France, his
aircraft was hit by enemy fire. Heygate fought valiantly to control his
damaged plane but was unable to regain stability.

With his aircraft spiraling towards the ground, Heygate made the ultimate
sacrifice. He chose to remain at the controls, guiding his plane away from a
nearby village to prevent civilian casualties. His selfless act epitomized the
unwavering spirit and profound courage that characterized his service.

Honoring a Hero's Memory

David Greville Heygate DFC is remembered as one of Britain's finest pilots.
His exceptional bravery, unwavering determination, and selfless sacrifice
left an enduring legacy that continues to inspire generations. His name is
inscribed on the Runnymede Air Forces Memorial in Surrey, England,
alongside the thousands of other airmen who fell during the war.



The David Heygate Memorial Flight, a group of former RAF pilots,
perpetuates his memory by flying vintage aircraft in his honor. Additionally,
a stained-glass window in the Chapel of Remembrance at the Royal Air
Force College Cranwell commemorates his life and service.

The WWII biography of David Greville Heygate DFC is a testament to the
unwavering spirit, selfless sacrifice, and extraordinary heroism that defined
the men and women who fought for their country during the darkest hours
of the 20th century. His legacy serves as a reminder of the profound impact
that individuals can have, even in the face of adversity. The story of David
Heygate continues to resonate today, inspiring us to embrace courage,
honor duty, and strive for greatness in all that we do.
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