
The Ultimate Guide to Raising Dairy Goats for
Beginners
Dairy goats are a great way to provide your family with fresh, healthy milk.
They are also relatively easy to care for, making them a good choice for
beginners. In this guide, we will cover everything you need to know about
raising dairy goats, from choosing the right breed to milking and caring for
your animals.
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Choosing the Right Breed

There are many different breeds of dairy goats, each with its own unique
characteristics. Some of the most popular breeds include:
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Nigerian Dwarf: Nigerian Dwarf goats are a small breed, typically
weighing between 50 and 100 pounds. They are known for their high
milk production and their sweet, creamy milk.

LaMancha: LaMancha goats are a medium-sized breed, typically
weighing between 100 and 150 pounds. They are known for their long,
floppy ears and their high butterfat milk.

Nubian: Nubian goats are a large breed, typically weighing between
150 and 200 pounds. They are known for their distinctive long, droopy
ears and their high milk production.

Saanen: Saanen goats are a large breed, typically weighing between
150 and 200 pounds. They are known for their large, white bodies and
their high milk production.

Toggenburg: Toggenburg goats are a medium-sized breed, typically
weighing between 100 and 150 pounds. They are known for their
brown and white coats and their high milk production.

When choosing a breed of dairy goat, it is important to consider your needs
and the climate in which you live. If you are new to goat farming, it is best
to start with a smaller breed, such as the Nigerian Dwarf or the LaMancha.
These breeds are easier to handle and require less space than larger
breeds.

Housing Your Goats

Dairy goats need a clean, dry place to live. The ideal goat barn should be
well-ventilated and have plenty of natural light. The floor should be made of
a non-slip material, such as concrete or rubber matting. The barn should
also have a milking parlor, a kidding area, and a quarantine area.



The size of your goat barn will depend on the number of goats you have. A
good rule of thumb is to provide 10 square feet of space per goat. If you
have a large herd, you may need to build a larger barn.

Feeding Your Goats

Dairy goats need a diet that is high in quality hay and grain. The hay should
be fresh and free of mold or dust. The grain should be a high-quality dairy
goat feed. You should also provide your goats with access to fresh water at
all times.

The amount of hay and grain you feed your goats will depend on their age,
weight, and milk production. A good rule of thumb is to feed 2-3 pounds of
hay per goat per day and 1-2 pounds of grain per goat per day.

Milking Your Goats

Dairy goats can be milked once or twice a day. The best time to milk is in
the morning and evening, after the goats have had a chance to eat and
rest.

To milk a goat, you will need a milking stool, a milking bucket, and a clean
washcloth. First, wash your hands and the goat's udder with the washcloth.
Then, sit on the milking stool and place the milking bucket between the
goat's legs. Grasp the goat's teats with your thumb and forefinger, and
gently squeeze the milk into the bucket.

The first few times you milk a goat, it may be difficult to get much milk.
However, with practice, you will be able to milk your goats quickly and
efficiently.



Caring for Your Goats

In addition to feeding and milking your goats, you will also need to provide
them with basic care. This includes:

Trimming their hooves: Goat hooves grow continuously, so they
need to be trimmed regularly to prevent them from becoming
overgrown. You can trim your goats' hooves yourself using a hoof
trimmer.

Deworming: Goats are susceptible to a variety of parasites, including
worms. It is important to deworm your goats regularly to prevent them
from getting sick.

Vaccinations: Goats need to be vaccinated against a variety of
diseases, including tetanus and brucellosis. Your veterinarian can tell
you which vaccinations are necessary for your goats.

Raising dairy goats is a rewarding experience. By following the tips in this
guide, you can provide your family with fresh, healthy milk for years to
come.
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