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The Routledge Companion to Directors: Shakespeare brings together a
distinguished team of international scholars to explore the work of some of
the most influential directors of Shakespeare's plays. The book offers a
comprehensive overview of the history of Shakespearean directing, from
the early days of the theatre to the present day. It also examines the
different approaches to directing Shakespeare's plays, from traditional to
experimental. The book is divided into four parts:
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4. Part IV: The Future of Shakespearean Directing

The book is a valuable resource for students, scholars, and theatre
practitioners interested in Shakespearean directing.

Part I: The History of Shakespearean Directing

The first part of the book provides a comprehensive overview of the history
of Shakespearean directing. It begins with a discussion of the early days of
the theatre, when Shakespeare's plays were first performed. It then
examines the different approaches to directing Shakespeare's plays that
have developed over the centuries.

One of the most important developments in the history of Shakespearean
directing was the rise of the actor-manager in the 18th century. Actor-
managers such as David Garrick and Henry Irving were responsible for
both the performance and the direction of Shakespeare's plays. They often
made significant changes to the texts of the plays, and they also introduced
new staging techniques.

In the 19th century, the rise of the director as a separate artist from the
actor began. Directors such as William Poel and Harley Granville-Barker
were responsible for developing new approaches to directing
Shakespeare's plays. They focused on the text of the plays and on creating
a more realistic and naturalistic style of performance.

In the 20th century, the work of directors such as Peter Brook, George
Bernard Shaw, and Peter Hall continued to shape the way that
Shakespeare's plays are directed. These directors experimented with new



staging techniques and interpretations of the plays. They also helped to
bring Shakespeare's plays to a wider audience.

Part Il: The Different Approaches to Directing Shakespeare's Plays

The second part of the book examines the different approaches to directing
Shakespeare's plays. It discusses the different ways that directors can
interpret the plays, and it also examines the different staging techniques
that can be used.

One of the most important decisions that a director must make is how to
interpret the play. Directors can choose to focus on the text of the play, or
they can choose to create a more personal interpretation. They can also
choose to set the play in a different time period or location.

Once the director has decided on an interpretation of the play, they must
then choose the staging techniques that they will use. Staging techniques
can include the use of sets, costumes, lighting, and sound. Directors can
use these techniques to create a specific atmosphere or mood for the play.

Part lll: Case Studies of Shakespearean Productions

The third part of the book provides case studies of Shakespearean
productions. These case studies examine the different ways that directors
have interpreted and staged Shakespeare's plays.

The case studies include discussions of the following productions:

= Peter Brook's production of King Lear

= George Bernard Shaw's production of Hamlet



= Peter Hall's production of Henry V
= Julie Taymor's production of Titus Andronicus

= Michael Boyd's production of Macbeth

These case studies provide valuable insights into the different approaches
to directing Shakespeare's plays. They also offer a glimpse into the creative
process of some of the world's most renowned directors.

Part IV: The Future of Shakespearean Directing

The fourth part of the book explores the future of Shakespearean directing.
It discusses the challenges and opportunities that directors will face in the
years to come.

One of the biggest challenges that directors will face is the changing nature
of the audience. Audiences are becoming more diverse, and they are also
more demanding. Directors will need to find new ways to engage
audiences and to make Shakespeare's plays relevant to their lives.

Another challenge that directors will face is the rise of new technologies.
New technologies, such as virtual reality and augmented reality, offer new
possibilities for staging Shakespeare's plays. Directors will need to learn
how to use these technologies to create new and innovative productions.

Despite the challenges, the future of Shakespearean directing is bright.
Shakespeare's plays are timeless, and they continue to inspire and
entertain audiences around the world. Directors will continue to find new
ways to interpret and stage these plays, and they will continue to offer
audiences new insights into Shakespeare's genius.



The Routledge Companion to Directors: Shakespeare is a valuable
resource for students, scholars, and theatre practitioners interested in
Shakespearean directing. The book provides a comprehensive overview of
the history of Shakespearean directing, and it examines the different
approaches to directing Shakespeare's plays. The book also includes case
studies of Shakespearean productions and explores the future of
Shakespearean directing.
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