The German Chancellor Angela Merkel - A
Short Biography

Early Life and Education

Angela Dorothea Merkel was born on July 17, 1954, in Hamburg, West
Germany. Her father, Horst Kasner, was a Lutheran pastor, and her mother,
Herlind Kasner, was a teacher of English and Latin. Merkel's family moved
to East Germany when she was three months old, as her father had
accepted a position as a pastor in Quitzow.
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Merkel grew up in a small village in East Germany. She was a bright and
hardworking student, and she excelled in mathematics and science. After
graduating from high school, Merkel studied physics at the University of
Leipzig. She received her doctorate in 1986 and went on to work as a
research scientist at the Central Institute for Physical Chemistry.

Political Career

Merkel entered politics in 1989, following the fall of the Berlin Wall. She
joined the Christian Democratic Union (CDU),and she was elected to the
Bundestag, the German parliament, in 1990. Merkel served in various
ministerial positions in the German government, including Minister for
Women and Youth and Minister for the Environment.

In 1998, Merkel was elected leader of the CDU. She became the first
female Chancellor of Germany in 2005, and she has been re-elected three
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times since then. Merkel is the longest-serving Chancellor in German
history.

Chancellor of Germany

As Chancellor of Germany, Merkel has overseen a period of economic
prosperity and political stability. She has also played a key role in European
affairs, and she has been a strong advocate for European integration.
Merkel has been praised for her leadership during the global financial crisis
and the European refugee crisis.

Merkel is a complex and controversial figure. She is known for her
intelligence, pragmatism, and determination. She is also known for her
caution and her reluctance to take risks. Merkel has been criticized for her
handling of the Greek debt crisis and the Syrian refugee crisis. However,
she remains a popular figure in Germany, and she is widely respected
around the world.

Personal Life

Merkel is married to Joachim Sauer, a professor of quantum chemistry. The
couple has no children. Merkel is a Protestant Christian, and she is known
for her strong work ethic and her dedication to her job.

Legacy

Angela Merkel is one of the most influential politicians in the world. She has
been a key figure in German and European politics for over a decade, and
she has left a lasting mark on both. Merkel is a role model for women in
politics, and she is an inspiration to people around the world.
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