Supreme Power: Franklin Roosevelt vs. The
Supreme Court

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) was the 32nd President of the United
States. He is widely regarded as one of the greatest presidents in American
history. FDR served four terms in office, from 1933 to 1945. During his
presidency, he led the country through the Great Depression and World
War Il. FDR was also a strong advocate for social justice and economic
reform. He enacted a number of New Deal programs designed to help the
poor and unemployed.

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the United States. It has the
power to interpret the Constitution and to overturn laws that it deems
unconstitutional. FDR had a tumultuous relationship with the Supreme
Court. He often clashed with the Court over his New Deal programs. In
1937, FDR proposed a plan to "pack" the Court with additional justices who
would be more supportive of his policies. This plan was ultimately defeated,
but it damaged FDR's relationship with the Court.
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The Court Packing Plan

FDR's Court packing plan was a controversial proposal that would have
increased the number of justices on the Supreme Court from nine to fifteen.
FDR argued that the Court had become too conservative and that it was
blocking his New Deal programs. He also claimed that the Court was out of
step with the American people.

The Court packing plan was met with fierce opposition from both
Democrats and Republicans. Critics argued that the plan was
unconstitutional and that it would undermine the independence of the
judiciary. The plan was ultimately defeated in the Senate.

The Supreme Court's Response

The Supreme Court responded to FDR's Court packing plan by upholding
the New Deal. In a series of landmark decisions, the Court ruled that FDR's
programs were constitutional. This was a major victory for FDR and for the
New Deal.

The Court's rulings did not end the conflict between FDR and the Court.
FDR continued to criticize the Court, and the Court continued to strike
down some of his programs. However, the Court's rulings ultimately helped
to legitimize the New Deal and to establish FDR as one of the most
successful presidents in American history.

The Legacy of the Conflict
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The conflict between FDR and the Supreme Court is a reminder of the
importance of the separation of powers. The Constitution establishes three
branches of government: the executive, the legislative, and the judicial.
Each branch has its own powers and responsibilities, and each branch is
designed to check the power of the other two branches.

The conflict between FDR and the Supreme Court shows that the
separation of powers is not always easy to maintain. When one branch of
government becomes too powerful, it can threaten the balance of power
established by the Constitution. The conflict between FDR and the
Supreme Court is a reminder that the separation of powers is a delicate
balance that must be constantly maintained.

The conflict between Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the Supreme Court is
a fascinating chapter in American history. The conflict highlights the
importance of the separation of powers and the challenges of maintaining
the balance of power established by the Constitution. FDR's Court packing
plan was a controversial proposal that would have had a profound impact
on the American political system. The Supreme Court's response to FDR's
plan was a major victory for the New Deal and for the separation of powers.
The conflict between FDR and the Supreme Court is a reminder that the
separation of powers is a delicate balance that must be constantly
maintained.
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