
Popular Poultry Breeds by David Scrivener: A
Comprehensive Guide for Poultry Enthusiasts
The world of poultry breeds is vast and captivating, with countless varieties
that have been developed over centuries. From chickens and ducks to
geese, turkeys, and guinea fowl, each breed possesses unique
characteristics, origins, and historical significance. In this comprehensive
guide, acclaimed poultry expert David Scrivener delves into the fascinating
realm of popular poultry breeds, providing invaluable insights for poultry
enthusiasts, hobbyists, and professionals alike.
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Chapter 1: Chicken Breeds

Origins and History

Chickens, one of the most common domesticated animals globally, have
been around for thousands of years. Their origins can be traced back to the
jungles of Southeast Asia, where their wild ancestors still roam. Over time,
humans selected and bred chickens for specific traits, leading to the
development of numerous distinct breeds.
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Popular Chicken Breeds

Rhode Island Red: A dual-purpose breed known for its excellent egg
production and meat quality.

Plymouth Rock: Another dual-purpose breed that is hardy and well-
adapted to various climates.

Leghorn: A prolific egg layer prized for its white, large eggs.

Cornish: A heavy breed with a large, muscular frame, primarily raised
for meat production.

Silkie: A unique breed with fluffy feathers that give it a silkie
appearance.

Chapter 2: Duck Breeds

Characteristics and Uses

Ducks are waterfowl known for their webbed feet and ability to swim. They
are primarily kept for egg production, meat, and ornamental purposes.
Ducks are social animals that thrive in flocks and can be excellent foragers.

Popular Duck Breeds

Pekin: A large, white breed renowned for its meat production.

Mallard: The ancestor of most domestic duck breeds, known for its
distinctive green head and brown body.

Indian Runner: A unique breed that stands upright and is prized for its
egg production.

Muscovy: A heavy breed with a distinctive dark plumage and a more
independent nature.



Call Duck: A small, ornamental breed known for its soft, melodic call.

Chapter 3: Goose Breeds

Historical Significance

Geese have been domesticated for centuries and have played an important
role in human societies. They are larger than ducks and have a long
lifespan, with some breeds living for up to 20 years. Historically, geese
were valued for their meat, feathers, and ability to guard flocks.

Popular Goose Breeds

Embden: A large, white breed known for its high meat yield.

Toulouse: A heavy breed with a distinctive gray plumage and large
wattle.

Chinese: A medium-sized breed with a knob on its forehead and a
more upright posture.

Egyptian: A smaller breed with a distinctive brown and white plumage
and a long neck.

Sebastopol: A unique breed with long, curly feathers that give it a
striking appearance.

Chapter 4: Turkey Breeds

Economic Importance

Turkeys are large, ground-dwelling birds that are primarily raised for meat
production. They are the centerpiece of holiday meals in many cultures and
are also popular for their feathers and egg production.



Popular Turkey Breeds

Broad-Breasted White: The most common commercial breed, known
for its large size and meat yield.

Bourbon Red: A heritage breed with a distinctive reddish-brown
plumage.

Narragansett: Another heritage breed with a black and white
plumage.

Slate: A smaller breed with a bluish-gray plumage.

Midget White: A miniature breed that is popular for its small size and
ornamental value.

Chapter 5: Guinea Fowl Breeds

Health Benefits

Guinea fowl are unique poultry that are known for their ability to control
pests, such as ticks and insects. They are also prized for their lean meat
and their distinctive eggs, which are richer in protein and lower in
cholesterol than chicken eggs.

Popular Guinea Fowl Breeds

Crested: The most common breed, known for its distinctive crest of
feathers on its head.

Vulturine: A larger breed with a bare head and neck.

Pearl: A smaller breed with a speckled plumage.

Lavender: A unique breed with a light gray plumage that has a
lavender hue.



White: A rare breed with a pure white plumage.

The world of popular poultry breeds is vast and diverse, offering a wealth of
options for poultry enthusiasts and professionals alike. From the versatile
Rhode Island Red to the majestic Embden goose, each breed possesses
unique characteristics, origins, and historical significance. Understanding
these breeds is essential for selecting the right ones for your specific
needs, whether it's egg production, meat quality, or ornamental purposes.
Whether you're a seasoned poultry keeper or just starting your journey,
David Scrivener's comprehensive guide will provide you with invaluable
insights into the fascinating realm of popular poultry breeds.

About the Author

David Scrivener is a renowned poultry expert, author, and lecturer with
over 40 years of experience in the industry. He is the author of numerous
books on poultry, including "Profitable Poultry Keeping," "The Ultimate
Guide to Raising Chickens," and "The Poultry Keeper's Bible." Scrivener's
extensive knowledge and insights have made him a trusted resource for
poultry enthusiasts worldwide.
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Icky Island: An Unforgettable Adventure for
Kids!
Introducing Icky Island: A Delightful One Act Play for Kids of All Ages In
the realm of children's theater, the one act play format reigns supreme,
captivating young...
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Sunrise is a...
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