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Just One Damned Thing After Another: The Chronicles of St. Mary is a
historical fiction novel by Jodi Taylor, first published in 2013. The book
follows the adventures of a group of historians from the 21st century who
travel back in time to the 16th century. The novel is full of humor, wit, and
heart, and has garnered a large following of fans.
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Plot

The novel opens with Dr. Madeleine Maxwell, a medieval historian, being
recruited by the secretive St. Mary's Institute for Historical Research. St.
Mary's uses time travel to send historians back in time to observe and
record historical events. Madeleine is tasked with traveling to 1549 England
to observe the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots.
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However, Madeleine's mission quickly goes awry when she accidentally
saves Mary's life. This leads to a series of misadventures as Madeleine and
her fellow historians try to keep Mary safe and return her to her own time.

Characters

The novel features a cast of colorful characters, including:

Dr. Madeleine Maxwell: A medieval historian who is recruited by St.
Mary's. Madeleine is intelligent, resourceful, and determined, but she
is also prone to making mistakes.

Professor Max de Courcy: A historian who is Madeleine's mentor and
love interest. Max is a brilliant scholar but he can also be arrogant and
overbearing.

Dr. Ruth Galloway: A forensic anthropologist who is Madeleine's best
friend. Ruth is a practical and level-headed woman who is always
there for Madeleine.

Dr. Peter Grant: A historian who is secretly working for a rival time
travel organization. Peter is a charming and charismatic man, but he is
also ambitious and ruthless.

Queen Mary of Scots: The exiled queen of Scotland who Madeleine
accidentally saves. Mary is a complex and fascinating character who is
both strong and vulnerable.

Themes

The novel explores a number of themes, including:



The dangers of time travel: The novel shows how even a small
change in the past can have unexpected and far-reaching
consequences.

The importance of history: The novel emphasizes the importance of
learning from the past and understanding how it has shaped the
present.

The power of friendship: The novel shows how friendship can help
people overcome adversity and achieve their goals.

The complexities of human nature: The novel explores the complex
and contradictory nature of human beings, showing how people can be
both good and bad, strong and weak.

Just One Damned Thing After Another: The Chronicles of St. Mary is a
well-written and engaging novel that is sure to appeal to fans of historical
fiction, time travel, and adventure. The novel is full of humor, wit, and heart,
and the characters are unforgettable. Jodi Taylor has created a truly special
series that is sure to entertain and enlighten readers for years to come.
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