Incarcerated Childhood: The Politics of
Unchilding

The juvenile justice system in the United States has been criticized for its
harsh treatment of young people, particularly those of color. In recent
years, there has been a growing movement to reform the system, with a
focus on reducing the number of youth who are incarcerated.

One of the most troubling aspects of the juvenile justice system is the way
in which it treats children as adults. This is evident in the way that youth are
arrested, charged, and tried, as well as the way they are sentenced and
confined.
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When youth are arrested, they are often treated like adults, even though
they are not. They may be handcuffed, placed in police cars, and taken to
jail. Once they are in jail, they may be held in adult facilities with adult
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inmates. This can be a terrifying experience for children, and it can have a
lasting impact on their lives.

Youth who are charged with crimes are also treated like adults. They may
be charged with adult crimes, even though they are not yet adults. This
means that they can face the same penalties as adults, including prison
time. In many states, youth can be sentenced to life in prison without the
possibility of parole.

The way in which youth are sentenced is also problematic. In many cases,
youth are given harsh sentences that are not commensurate with the
crimes they have committed. This is especially true for youth of color. For
example, a study by the Sentencing Project found that black youth are
more likely to be sentenced to prison than white youth for the same crimes.

The conditions in juvenile detention facilities are also often harsh. Youth
may be held in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions. They may be
subjected to physical and emotional abuse. In some cases, youth have
even died in juvenile detention facilities.

The harsh treatment of youth in the juvenile justice system is a violation of
their human rights. It is also a violation of their constitutional rights. The
United States is a signatory to the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child, which guarantees children the right to be treated with dignity
and respect. The juvenile justice system in the United States does not meet
this standard.

There is a need for transformative change in the juvenile justice system.
This change must include a focus on reducing the number of youth who are
incarcerated. It must also include a focus on treating youth with dignity and



respect. The juvenile justice system must be reformed so that it is truly just
and fair for all youth.

The Politics of Unchilding

The harsh treatment of youth in the juvenile justice system is not an
accident. It is the result of a deliberate policy of "unchilding" youth. This
policy is based on the belief that youth are not capable of making
responsible decisions and that they should be treated like adults when they
commit crimes.

The policy of unchilding youth has been used to justify a wide range of

harsh policies, including the use of adult criminal courts, the imposition of
long sentences, and the use of corporal punishment. These policies have
had a devastating impact on the lives of youth, particularly youth of color.

The policy of unchilding youth is based on a number of myths and
stereotypes. One myth is that youth are inherently violent and dangerous.
This myth is used to justify the harsh treatment of youth, even though there
is no evidence to support it. In fact, youth are less likely to commit violent
crimes than adults.

Another myth is that youth are not capable of making responsible
decisions. This myth is used to justify treating youth like adults, even
though there is evidence to show that youth are capable of making
responsible decisions. In fact, youth are more likely to make responsible
decisions when they are given the opportunity to do so.

The policy of unchilding youth is a harmful and unjust policy. It is based on
myths and stereotypes, and it has had a devastating impact on the lives of



youth, particularly youth of color. It is time to end the policy of unchilding
youth and to create a juvenile justice system that is truly just and fair for all
youth.
Recommendations for Reform
There are a number of reforms that can be made to the juvenile justice
system to make it more just and fair for all youth. These reforms include:

= Reducing the number of youth who are incarcerated

= Treating youth with dignity and respect

= Investing in youth development programs

= Ending the policy of unchilding youth
These reforms are essential to creating a juvenile justice system that is
truly just and fair for all youth. It is time to end the failed policies of the past

and to create a new system that is based on the principles of dignity,
respect, and fairness.

In addition to the reforms listed above, there are a number of other steps
that can be taken to improve the juvenile justice system. These steps
include:

= Raising the age of juvenile jurisdiction

= Expanding access to diversion programs

= Improving the quality of representation for youth

= Reforming the bail system



= Investing in community-based alternatives to incarceration

These steps will help to create a more just and fair juvenile justice system
for all youth.

The juvenile justice system in the United States is in need of transformative
change. The harsh treatment of youth in the system is a violation of their
human rights and their constitutional rights. It is also a violation of the
principles of dignity, respect, and fairness.

The policy of unchilding youth is based on myths and stereotypes. It has
had a devastating impact on the lives of youth, particularly youth of color. It
is time to end the policy of unchilding youth and to create a juvenile justice
system that is truly just and fair for all youth.

The reforms outlined in this paper are essential to creating a more just and
fair juvenile justice system. These reforms will help to reduce the number of
youth who are incarcerated, treat youth with dignity and respect, and invest
in youth development programs. They will also help to end the policy of
unchilding youth.

It is time to create a juvenile justice system that is truly just and fair for all
youth. We can do this by working together to implement these reforms.
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