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Newport, Rhode Island is a city steeped in history, with a captivating
architectural heritage that reflects its prosperous past as a maritime and
summer resort town. From the grand mansions of the Gilded Age to the
charming colonial homes of the city's early settlers, Newport's buildings tell
the story of its vibrant past.

A Tapestry of Architectural Styles

Newport's architectural landscape is a diverse tapestry of styles, reflecting
the city's rich history and the influences of different cultures. Some of the
most prominent architectural styles found in Newport include:

Colonial Architecture
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Newport's colonial architecture dates back to the city's founding in the 17th
century. The early settlers built homes that reflected their English heritage,
typically featuring simple designs, clapboard siding, and pitched roofs.
Notable examples of colonial architecture in Newport include the Hunter
House and the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House.

The Hunter House, a fine example of colonial architecture in Newport

Federal Architecture

In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, Newport experienced a period of
rapid growth and prosperity. This led to the construction of many new
buildings in the Federal style, which was popular at the time. Federal
architecture is characterized by its symmetrical facades, rectangular
windows, and decorative moldings. Notable examples of Federal
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architecture in Newport include the Redwood Library and Athenaeum and
the Touro Synagogue.

The Redwood Library and Athenaeum, a prominent example of Federal
architecture in Newport

Greek Revival Architecture

The Greek Revival style became popular in the United States in the early
19th century, and Newport was no exception. Greek Revival buildings are
characterized by their classical lines, columns, and porticos. Notable
examples of Greek Revival architecture in Newport include the Old Stone
Mill and the Newport Art Museum.
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The Old Stone Mill, a distinctive example of Greek Revival architecture in
Newport

Victorian Architecture

The Victorian era was a time of great architectural diversity, and Newport is
home to a wide range of Victorian buildings. Victorian architecture is
characterized by its intricate details, decorative moldings, and colorful
exteriors. Notable examples of Victorian architecture in Newport include the
Rosecliff Mansion and the Marble House.
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Rosecliff Mansion, an opulent example of Victorian architecture in Newport

Gilded Age Mansions

Newport's most famous architectural landmarks are its Gilded Age
mansions, built by wealthy industrialists and financiers in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. These mansions are characterized by their elaborate
designs, opulent interiors, and sprawling grounds. Notable examples of
Gilded Age mansions in Newport include The Breakers, Marble House, and
Rosecliff.
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The Breakers, one of Newport's most iconic Gilded Age mansions

Preserving Newport's Architectural Heritage

Newport's architectural heritage is a valuable asset that contributes to the
city's unique charm and character. The city has taken steps to preserve its
historic buildings through a variety of measures, including:

Establishing historic districts, such as the Newport Point Historic
District and the Astor's Beechwood Historic District

Offering tax incentives for property owners who restore historic
buildings

Providing grants and loans for historic preservation projects
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Educating the public about the importance of historic preservation

Exploring Newport's Architectural Heritage

There are many ways to explore Newport's architectural heritage, including:

Taking a guided walking tour of the city's historic districts

Visiting Newport's many museums, such as the Newport Historical
Society and the Newport Art Museum

Strolling along the Newport Cliff Walk, which offers stunning views of
the city's mansions and coastline

Attending one of Newport's many cultural events, such as the Newport
Jazz Festival or the Newport Folk Festival

Newport, Rhode Island is a city with a rich and diverse architectural
heritage. Its buildings tell the story of the city's past and present, and they
continue to attract visitors from all over the world.
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Kids!
Introducing Icky Island: A Delightful One Act Play for Kids of All Ages In
the realm of children's theater, the one act play format reigns supreme,
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