
Expanding Peace Journalism: Comparative
and Critical Approaches
Peace journalism is an approach to reporting on conflict that emphasizes
the human cost of war, the importance of dialogue and negotiation, and the
potential for peace. It is based on the belief that the media can play a
constructive role in promoting peace and preventing violence.

Peace journalism has its roots in the peace movement of the 1960s and
1970s. In 1974, Norwegian journalist Johan Galtung published a seminal
article entitled "Peace by Peaceful Means," in which he argued that the
media should focus on reporting on the causes of conflict and the potential
for peace, rather than on the violence and bloodshed.
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In the years since Galtung's article was published, peace journalism has
been adopted by journalists and news organizations around the world.
There are now a number of peace journalism organizations, including the
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International Association of Peace Journalists and the Peace Journalism
Foundation.

Peace journalism is not without its critics. Some argue that it is too idealistic
and that it does not adequately account for the realities of conflict. Others
argue that peace journalism can be too one-sided, and that it can fail to
provide a balanced and objective view of conflict.

Despite the criticisms, peace journalism remains an important approach to
reporting on conflict. It provides a unique perspective on conflict, and it can
help to promote peace and understanding.
Comparative Approaches to Peace Journalism

There are a number of different approaches to peace journalism. Some of
the most common approaches include:

Conflict resolution journalism focuses on reporting on the process
of conflict resolution. This type of journalism aims to provide a
balanced and objective view of the conflict, and it often includes
interviews with representatives from all sides of the conflict.

Humanitarian journalism focuses on reporting on the human cost of
conflict. This type of journalism aims to raise awareness of the
suffering caused by conflict, and it often includes graphic images and
stories of victims.

Peacebuilding journalism focuses on reporting on the efforts to build
peace in post-conflict societies. This type of journalism aims to provide
a hopeful and optimistic view of the future, and it often includes stories
of people who are working to rebuild their lives and communities.



Critical Approaches to Peace Journalism

Peace journalism has been criticized from a number of different
perspectives. Some of the most common criticisms include:

Idealism: Some critics argue that peace journalism is too idealistic and
that it does not adequately account for the realities of conflict. They
argue that peace journalism can be too focused on the potential for
peace, and that it can fail to provide a balanced and objective view of
conflict.

One-sidedness: Some critics argue that peace journalism can be too
one-sided. They argue that peace journalists can be too sympathetic to
the victims of conflict, and that they can fail to provide a balanced and
objective view of the conflict.

Lack of objectivity: Some critics argue that peace journalism lacks
objectivity. They argue that peace journalists can be too biased
towards peace, and that they can fail to provide a balanced and
objective view of conflict.

Peace journalism is a complex and challenging approach to reporting on
conflict. It has its own unique set of ethical dilemmas and challenges, but it
also has the potential to make a real contribution to peace and
understanding. By providing a unique perspective on conflict, peace
journalism can help to raise awareness of the human cost of war, the
importance of dialogue and negotiation, and the potential for peace.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, the need for peace
journalism is greater than ever before. By providing a balanced and
objective view of conflict, peace journalism can help to build bridges



between different cultures and communities, and it can help to create a
more just and peaceful world.
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