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Abstract

This article explores the potential for SUNY to play a leading role in
emancipating radical change from the state. It argues that SUNY's unique
position as a public university system with a global reach gives it the
potential to create a new model of higher education that is both
transformative and emancipatory. The article draws on the work of political
theorist Chantal Mouffe to develop a conceptual framework for
understanding the relationship between radical change and the state. It
then examines SUNY's history and current initiatives in order to identify
potential pathways for emancipating radical change from the state.

The State University of New York (SUNY) is the largest public university
system in the United States. It is a sprawling network of 64 campuses, with
a student body of over 400,000 students. SUNY's mission is to "provide
affordable, high-quality education to all New Yorkers." However, SUNY has
the potential to be much more than just a provider of educational services.
It has the potential to be a catalyst for radical social and political change.
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In recent years, there has been a growing movement within political
science to rethink the relationship between radical change and the state.
Traditional theories of radical change have often seen the state as an
obstacle to change. However, a new generation of scholars is arguing that
the state can also be a tool for change. This new approach to radical
change is known as "emancipatory politics."

Emancipatory politics is based on the idea that the state can be used to
empower marginalized groups and create a more just and equitable
society. This approach to politics is rooted in the work of political theorist
Chantal Mouffe. Mouffe argues that the state is not a neutral entity, but
rather a site of political struggle. She argues that the state can be used to
either oppress or liberate people, depending on the balance of forces within
the state.

SUNY has the potential to be a key player in the movement for
emancipatory politics. SUNY's unique position as a public university system
with a global reach gives it the potential to create a new model of higher
education that is both transformative and emancipatory. SUNY can use its
resources to support research and teaching on radical social and political
change. It can also create partnerships with community organizations and
social movements to help bring about change in the real world.

Emancipatory Politics and the State
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Chantal Mouffe's theory of emancipatory politics is based on the idea that
the state is not a neutral entity, but rather a site of political struggle. She
argues that the state can be used to either oppress or liberate people,
depending on the balance of forces within the state. Mouffe's theory has
been influential in a wide range of disciplines, including political science,
sociology, and cultural studies.

Mouffe argues that the state is not a monolithic entity, but rather a complex
and contradictory set of institutions. She identifies two main dimensions of
the state: the "juridical-political" and the "economic-social." The juridical-
political dimension of the state refers to the legal and political institutions
that make up the state, such as the courts, the police, and the legislature.
The economic-social dimension of the state refers to the economic and
social policies that the state implements, such as taxation, welfare, and
education.

Mouffe argues that the relationship between the juridical-political and
economic-social dimensions of the state is dialectical. She argues that the
juridical-political dimension of the state is shaped by the economic-social
dimension, and vice versa. This dialectical relationship means that the state
is constantly in a process of change. It is never fixed or stable, but rather is
always in a state of flux.

Mouffe's theory of the state has implications for understanding the
relationship between radical change and the state. Mouffe argues that
radical change is possible through the state, but it is not easy. Radical
change requires a shift in the balance of forces within the state. This shift
can be brought about through a variety of means, such as social
movements, political mobilization, and electoral politics.



SUNY's Potential for Emancipatory Politics

SUNY has the potential to be a key player in the movement for
emancipatory politics. SUNY's unique position as a public university system
with a global reach gives it the potential to create a new model of higher
education that is both transformative and emancipatory. SUNY can use its
resources to support research and teaching on radical social and political
change. It can also create partnerships with community organizations and
social movements to help bring about change in the real world.

SUNY has a long history of involvement in social and political change. In
the 1960s, SUNY campuses were at the forefront of the civil rights
movement and the anti-war movement. In the 1970s, SUNY campuses
were involved in the women's movement and the environmental movement.
In the 1980s, SUNY campuses were involved in the anti-apartheid
movement and the Central America solidarity movement.

Today, SUNY campuses are involved in a wide range of social and political
movements. SUNY students are working to fight for racial justice, economic
justice, and environmental justice. They are also working to promote peace,
democracy, and human rights. SUNY faculty are conducting research on
social and political issues, and they are teaching courses that help students
to understand the world around them.

SUNY has the potential to be a catalyst for radical social and political
change. It has the resources, the expertise, and the commitment to make a
difference in the world. SUNY can be a leader in the movement to create a
more just and equitable society.



The State University of New York has the potential to be a key player in the
movement for emancipatory politics. SUNY's unique position as a public
university system with a global reach gives it the potential to create a new
model of higher education that is both transformative and emancipatory.
SUNY can use its resources to support research and teaching on radical
social and political change. It can also create partnerships with community
organizations and social movements to help bring about change in the real
world.

SUNY has a long history of involvement in social and political change.
SUNY campuses have been at the forefront of some of the most important
social movements in American history. Today, SUNY campuses are
involved in a wide range of social and political movements. SUNY students,
faculty, and staff are working to fight for racial justice, economic justice, and
environmental justice.

SUNY can be a leader in the movement to create a more just and equitable
society. SUNY has the resources, the expertise, and the commitment to
make a difference in the world. SUNY can be a catalyst for radical social
and political change.
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