
Comprehensive Guide to Managing Post
Facial Paralysis Synkinesis
Facial paralysis synkinesis, also known as co-contraction, is a common
complication following facial nerve injury or paralysis. It occurs when
muscles that are normally isolated begin to contract together during
voluntary movements. This can lead to involuntary facial movements that
can be both cosmetically and functionally impairing.

Etiology

Post facial paralysis synkinesis is caused by abnormal nerve regeneration
after facial nerve injury. During the healing process, the regenerating axons
may misdirect and connect to the wrong target muscles. This leads to a
disruption of normal neuromuscular control, resulting in synkinetic
movements.
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Assessing facial synkinesis is crucial to develop an appropriate treatment
plan. A thorough examination should include:

* Observation: Observe the patient's face at rest and during intentional
movements. * Palpation: Gently palpate the facial muscles to identify
areas of co-contraction. * Functional Assessment: Evaluate the patient's
ability to perform facial movements, such as smiling, frowning, and blinking.

Therapeutic Approaches

Managing post facial paralysis synkinesis requires a multimodal approach.
Treatment options include:

1. Conservative Management

* Facial Massage: Gentle massage can help to relax the muscles and
reduce muscle spasms. * Exercises: Specific exercises, such as facial
yoga or mime therapy, can help to retrain the muscles and improve
coordination. * Biofeedback: Biofeedback techniques can provide real-
time feedback on muscle activity, helping patients to control and isolate
movements.

2. Medication

* Botulinum Toxin: Injections of botulinum toxin can weaken the
overactive muscles, reducing involuntary movements. * Baclofen: Baclofen
is an antispastic medication that can help to relax muscle spasms.

3. Nerve Surgery

* Decompression Surgery: In cases where the facial nerve is
compressed, surgery may be necessary to release the nerve and allow for



proper healing. * Nerve Grafting: When the facial nerve is damaged
beyond repair, nerve grafting may be considered to restore nerve function.

Long-Term Management

Managing post facial paralysis synkinesis is an ongoing process that
requires long-term commitment. Patients may need to:

* Attend Regular Therapy Sessions: Regular therapy sessions are
essential to reinforce exercises and techniques. * Use Assistive Devices:
Assistive devices, such as eye patches or facial slings, can help to manage
symptoms. * Avoid Triggers: Identifying and avoiding triggers that
exacerbate symptoms, such as stress or fatigue, can be helpful.

Post facial paralysis synkinesis can be a challenging condition, but effective
management strategies are available to improve facial function and reduce
the impact on daily life. A multimodal approach, including conservative
management, medication, and nerve surgery when necessary, can help to
alleviate symptoms and provide long-term relief.
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