
Black-Eyed Susans: A Spine-Tingling Novel of
Suspense

Black-Eyed Susans is a captivating novel of suspense by Julia Keller that
will keep you on the edge of your seat from beginning to end. With its
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gripping plot, well-developed characters, and atmospheric setting, this book
is sure to haunt you long after you finish it.
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The Plot

The story revolves around Claire Abbott, a young woman who returns to
her hometown of Acker's Gap, West Virginia, after the tragic death of her
sister, Jessilyn. Claire is determined to uncover the truth behind her sister's
murder, but she soon finds herself caught in a web of secrets and lies.

As Claire investigates, she uncovers a dark history that has haunted
Acker's Gap for generations. She learns of a local legend about a woman
named Black-Eyed Susan, who was said to have been murdered by her
lover and buried in the nearby woods.

Claire becomes convinced that her sister's death is somehow connected to
the legend of Black-Eyed Susan. She teams up with Sheriff Keller, a local
lawman who is also haunted by the past, to try to solve the mystery.
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The Characters

Claire Abbott is a relatable and sympathetic protagonist. She is a strong
and independent woman, but she is also vulnerable and haunted by the
past. Claire is determined to find justice for her sister, even if it means
putting herself in danger.

Sheriff Keller is a complex and enigmatic character. He is a good man who
is trying to do his job, but he is also burdened by the secrets of the past.
Keller is torn between his loyalty to his community and his desire to
uncover the truth.

The supporting cast of characters is equally well-developed. There is
Jessilyn's abusive husband, who is the prime suspect in her murder. There
is Claire's mother, who is struggling to cope with the loss of her daughter.
And there is the enigmatic Black-Eyed Susan herself, who seems to haunt
the town from beyond the grave.

The Setting

The novel is set in the small town of Acker's Gap, West Virginia. The town
is a close-knit community, but it is also haunted by its past. The legend of
Black-Eyed Susan casts a long shadow over the town, and it seems that
everyone has something to hide.

The novel's atmospheric setting is one of its strongest points. Keller does
an excellent job of creating a sense of place, and the reader can almost
feel the cold wind blowing through the trees and the tension in the air.

The Themes



Black-Eyed Susans explores a number of dark themes, including murder,
guilt, and the power of secrets. The novel also examines the complex
relationship between past and present, and the ways in which the past can
continue to haunt the present.

Keller does not shy away from difficult topics, and she handles them with
sensitivity and insight. Black-Eyed Susans is a thought-provoking novel
that will stay with you long after you finish it.

Black-Eyed Susans is a must-read for fans of suspense fiction. It is a
gripping and atmospheric novel that will keep you on the edge of your seat
from beginning to end. With its well-developed characters, haunting setting,
and thought-provoking themes, this book is sure to become a classic of the
genre.
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