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In the early 20th century, as the automobile became increasingly popular, a
network of designated auto trails emerged across the United States. These
trails, often following existing roads and highways, provided a way for
travelers to navigate the country's vast and often uncharted territory. One of
the most significant of these auto trails was the American Auto Trail, a
transcontinental route that stretched from New York City to San Francisco.

In South Carolina, the American Auto Trail followed two primary routes:
Highways 25 and 178. These highways, which are still in use today, offer a
glimpse into the history of the American Auto Trail and the era of road travel
that it represented.

Highway 25
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Highway 25, also known as the Savannah Highway, is a major north-south
route that runs through the western part of South Carolina. The highway
begins at the Georgia border and continues through the cities of Augusta,
Aiken, and Columbia before terminating at the North Carolina border.

Highway 25 was an important part of the American Auto Trail, as it provided
a direct route from the major cities of the East Coast to the beaches of
Florida. The highway was also a popular route for tourists traveling to the
Blue Ridge Mountains and other scenic areas of western South Carolina.

Today, Highway 25 is a busy highway that is used by both local and long-
distance travelers. However, the highway still retains some of its historic
charm, and there are several historic sites and attractions located along its
route.

Highway 178

Highway 178, also known as the Cherokee Trail, is a major east-west route
that runs through the central part of South Carolina. The highway begins at
the Georgia border and continues through the cities of Greenville,
Newberry, and Orangeburg before terminating at the coast in Charleston.

Highway 178 was also an important part of the American Auto Trail, as it
provided a connection between the major cities of the East Coast and the
Midwest. The highway was also a popular route for tourists traveling to the
mountains and beaches of South Carolina.

Today, Highway 178 is a major highway that is used by both local and long-
distance travelers. The highway still retains some of its historic charm, and
there are several historic sites and attractions located along its route.



South Carolina Highways 25 and 178 are two of the many historic
highways that make up the American Auto Trail. These highways offer a
glimpse into the history of road travel in the United States and provide a
way for travelers to experience the beauty and diversity of the South
Carolina landscape.

Whether you're a history buff, a road trip enthusiast, or simply looking for a
scenic drive, a journey along South Carolina Highways 25 and 178 is sure
to be a memorable experience.
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